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ABSTRACT: A new series of ferrocenyl selenoamides 7−11 (FcSeNH-
(CH2)nCH2(R)OH, n = 1, 2, 3, R = H, Me, Ph) were prepared in good
yields by selenative demetalation of Fischer aminocarbene complexes. The
crystal structures of 7 [FcSeNH(CH2)2OH] and 19 [PhSeNH(CH2)2OH]
reveal their capability to form intermolecular hydrogen bonding in solid
state. Results of SRB assays show that these new selenium compounds have a
good anticancer potency superior to tamoxifen and cisplatin, with IC50 values
ranging from 4.5 to 13.32 μM against human breast cancer cell lines. A
preliminary model to explain the structure−cytotoxic activity relation is
proposed where different structural parameters such as the alkyl chain
length, the presence of bulky groups in the same chain, the effect of hydroxyl
group, and also the role of ferrocene moiety are included as being
responsible for the cytotoxic response.

■ INTRODUCTION
Considerable efforts have been devoted to the development of
new transition metal-based drugs and have gained great
importance in cancer chemotherapy and other diseases.1,2 In
1985, the concept “bioorganometallic chemistry” was intro-
duced by Geŕard Jaouen to describe any compound with a
metal−carbon bond with a biological function whether
naturally occurring or synthetic.3 This kind of compounds is
generally known as organometallic compounds, and due to the
metal−ligand bonds with strong covalent character, are often
more stable than inorganic metal coordination complexes.4 For
instance, the use of ferrocene in bioorganometallic chemistry
has been growing rapidly in recent years. Ferrocenyl derivatives
usually are not toxic compounds and are robust, lipophilic, and
have good redox properties.5 Several ferrocenyl compounds
display interesting antitumor,6 antimalarial,7 antifungal,8 and
DNA-cleaving activities.9 To improve the biological response of
some organic bioactive compounds, several ferrocene deriva-
tives have been prepared (Figure 1). Following this approach,
Edwards synthesized ferrocenyl-antibiotics against penicillin
resistant bacteria (I, II).10 Then, in 1997, a ferrocenyl analogue
of chloroquine called ferroquine (III) was produced, resulting
in a more active compound not only against chloroquine-
sensitive bacteria but also against a chloroquine resistant
strain.11 Another successful example is the well-known
ferrocenyl tamoxifen analogue, ferrocifen (IV), which exhibits
great activity against both hormone-dependent and hormone-
independent breast cancer cells.1a,b,2a,4b,6a,b,d

In the same context, during the past decade selenium
compounds have attracted considerable attention in organic
synthesis12 as well as in industry.13 Nevertheless, one of the
most prolific areas of research in selenium chemistry is by the
potential biological activities observed in selenoderivatives14

such as antiviral,15 antihypertensive,16 antimicrobial,17 and
especially anticancer properties.18 Moreover, many reports
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Figure 1. Some representative bioactive ferrocenyl compounds.
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described the identification of various selenoproteins involved
in the modulation of redox balance such as glutathione
peroxidase enzyme (GPx), among others.19 Epidemiologic
evidence suggests an inverse relationship between serum
selenium levels and cancer risk; Bhattachariyya suggests that
200 μg per day of selenium supplements could reduce the
incidence of prostate cancer by 49%, and previous in vivo
studies confirmed that selenium compounds inhibit tumor
development and growth in a variety of prostate cancer
models.20

In this context, we report an efficient synthesis for a new class
of compounds with potential anticancer properties, linking as
key fragments a ferrocene skeleton and a functional group
containing selenium, as a strategy designed to have a positive
synergic effect on anticancer properties. A synthetic strategy
based on the oxidative demetalation using NaBH4 and
elemental selenium of Fischer aminocarbene complexes was
used to synthesize ferrocenyl selenoamides as bioactive
compounds. The cytotoxic activity of a series of selenoamides
was determined using IC50 values obtained against different
human cancer cell lines.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Synthesis. As described above, our goal is to prepare a new
family of ferrocenyl selenoamides, which combines two
fragments with potential biological properties. Although several
methods have been recently reported for the conversion of
carbonyl groups to the corresponding selenocarbonyl com-
pounds through treatment with various selenating reagents
possessing reactive metal−selenium bonds,21 the syntheses of
the selenocarbonyl compounds have often been impeded by
the difficulty of preparing and treating such selenating reagents.
Current interest has thus concentrated on the use of elemental
selenium in combination with an appropriate reducing agent as
the reagent to introduce the selenium functionalities into
organic compounds.22 Despite the efforts in this area, there are
no methodologies to prepare ferrocenyl selenoamides and
much less if they contain sensitive functional groups (Scheme
1). Thus, a good alternative for accessing ferrocenyl
selenoamides could be via an extended methodology based
on the oxidative demetalation of Fischer carbene complexes
using elemental selenium/NaBH4.

23

The retrosynthetic analysis of target ferrocenyl selenoamide
V is outlined in Scheme 2. Ferrocenyl selenoamide V has
functional groups capable of forming hydrogen bond
interactions. We envisaged that the selenium carbonyl group

Scheme 1. General Procedures for the Preparation of Selenoamidesa

aMethod A: (i) Woollins’ reagent, P2Se5, H2Se, Al2Se3, NaSeH, potassium selenobenzoate; (ii) NHR1R2, EtOH, HCl, 100 °C, 5h; NHR1R2, DMF,
HCl, 100 °C, 3 h. Method B: (iii) ether, BuLi, Se, AcCl, 0 °C; (iv) NHR1R2, ether, 20 °C, 3 h. Method C: (v) ROH, HCl, ether, 0 °C; (vi) ethyl
acetimidate, pyridine, triethylamine, H2Se, −30 °C; (vii) Mg, EtBr, NH2R, ether, 1 h. Method D: (viii) (Me2Al)2Se, toluene−dioxane, 50 °C, 3h; (ix)
(CH3)2AlSeCH3, toluene; (x) NHR1R2, THF, 0°C. Method E: (xi) (BuiAlSe)n, Me2AlSeAlMe2, Se, HSiCl3, Et4WSe4, LiAlHSeH, Woollins’ reagent,
bis-(1,5-cyclooctanediylboryl)selenide. Method F: (xii) NaH, Se, NHR1R2, HMPA, 120 °C. Method G: (xiii) N-arylformamide, Et3N, Se, toluene
reflux, 10 h; (xiv) 4-diethylamino-3-butyn-2-one, THF reflux; (xv) NHR1R2, THF reflux.
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might be introduced through selenative removal of the metallic
fragment in VI. The fragment containing the functional groups
N−H and O−H could be introduced via aminolysis of
ethoxyferrocenyl Fischer carbene complex VII, which could
be easily prepared from ferrocene. The introduction of
functional groups in the side chain of the amine will allow
selenoamides to have good solubility properties and the talent
to promote specific interactions with biomolecular targets by
hydrogen bond interaction.
The ethoxyferrocenyl Fischer carbene complex 1 was

prepared through improved methods already described in the
literature24 and was used in aminolysis reaction using different
amino alcohols leading the complexes 2−6 (Scheme 3). These
reactions are nearly quantitative and proceed with a short
reaction time (Table 1).
The new Fischer aminocarbene complexes 4−6 exhibit on

their infrared spectra bands around 2000 cm−1 characteristic of
Cr-CO. In all cases, the molecular ion is observed in the mass
spectra (FAB+). In the 13C NMR spectra, a signal for carbenic
carbon around δ = 270 ppm is observed, as well as signals
around δ = 200−225 ppm for Cr-CO.
With aminocarbenes 2−6 in hand, we then proceed with the

selenative removal of the metal fragment. As shown in Scheme
3, a 10-fold excess of the selenating reagent (Se/NaBH4) in
ethanol at room temperature is required to complete these
reactions (Scheme 3).
The new ferrocenyl selenoamides 7−11 were obtained as red

solids in excellent yields. Table 2 summarizes the ideal
conditions for the reaction of selenative demetalation of
complexes 2−6 to afford the new ferrocenyl selenoamides 7−
11. The ferrocenyl selenoamides were characterized by

conventional spectroscopic techniques. They exhibit in infrared
spectra a characteristic band between 1500 and 1400 cm−1

assigned to the fragment N−CSe. The mass spectrum (EI)
of each compound agrees with the molecular formula of the
expected selenocarbonyl compound and confirms the loss of
the metallic fragment [Cr(CO5)] in all cases. The 13C NMR
spectrum exhibits a signal around δ = 203 ppm assigned to C
Se.
The structural arrangement for 7 was fully established by a

single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis (Figure 2). The
selenocarbonyl moiety is directly bonded to ferrocene; the
sum of bond angles around C11 (∑ = 359.94°) indicates that
this group has a trigonal geometry. The bond distance CSe
[Se(1)−C(11) 1.838 (2)] is quite similar to other reported
selenoamides, whereas the bond distance N(1)−C(11)
1.318(3) is relatively longest.25 The structure presents disorder
in one of Cp ring generating two orientations in 71:29 ratio.
Only the major contributor is shown in Figure 2.
Intermolecular hydrogen bonds N−H···O are an important
feature in the solid state packing, providing evidence of the

Scheme 2. Retrosynthetic Planning for Obtaining of New
Ferrocenyl Selenoamides

Scheme 3. Selenative Demetalation of Fischer Aminocarbene Complexes

Table 1. Yields of Fischer Aminocarbene Complexes 2−6,
12, 14, and 15

entry compd time (min) yield (%)a

1 2b 15 91
2 3b 30 90
3 4 60 97
4 5 15 97
5 6c 30 99
6 12b 20 99
7 14 20 99
8 15d 48 h 37

aYields are for pure isolated materials. bAlready described in the ref
23b. cThe reaction proceeds with addition of NaH (10 mol). dThe
reaction proceeds with addition of NaH (10 mol) and stirring of 48 h.

Table 2. Yields of Ferrocenyl Selenoamides 7−11, 13, 16,
and 17

entry compd time (min) yield (%)a

1 7 45 98
2 8 60 81
3 9 60 88
4 10 30 92
5 11 30 91
6 13 30 80
7 16 30 97
8 17 30 46

aYields are for pure isolated materials.
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capability of the hydroxyl groups on the side chain to favor the
formation of dimers and may be a significant influence in
biological systems.
Cytotoxicity of the Selenoamides 7−11. The cytotox-

icities of the selenocarbonyl compounds toward different cancer
cell lines, including human glioblastoma (CNS U251), human
prostatic adenocarcinoma (PC-3), human chronic myelogenous
leukemia (K562), human colorectal adenocarcinoma (HCT-
15), human mammary adenocarcinoma (MCF-7), and non-
small cell lung cancer (SKLU) were determined by using the
protein-binding dye sulforhodamine B (SRB) assay in micro-
culture to determine cell growth.26 The initial cytotoxic
screening data listed in Table 3 show excellent activities
specifically toward U251, HCT-15, and MCF-7 tumor cell lines.
From those data, we observe good values of cell growth

inhibition, 7 being the most active compound. To assess the
influence of the chalcogen moiety in the cytotoxic activity
shown by the new family of ferrocenyl selenoamides (7−11),
we synthesized the sulfur analogue (7S) (Figure 3) of
compound 7. The synthesis of compound 7S was achieved
using the same protocol already described by us in the
literature.23b

Once this analogue 7S had been prepared, it was submitted
to the same biological tests. The results of the cytotoxic
screening (Figure 4) demonstrate that the presence of the
selenium atom is absolutely necessary, given that if this atom is

replaced by sulfur, the cytotoxic activity disappears, obtaining
only a minimum of activity against MCF-7 cancer cell line with
41.32% of inhibition of the cell grown (Table 3 entry 6).
To gain more information about the key fragments

responsible for cytotoxicity, we evaluated the role of the
hydroxyl group in the inhibition of cell growth. The strategy
was to synthesize an analogue of compound 7 without the
hydroxyl group in its structure (Scheme 4). The synthesis of
compound 13 involves the preparation of the Fischer
aminocarbene complex 12 using improved methods already
described in the literature (Table 1, entry 6).24 Once complex
12 had been prepared, the selenium derivative 13 was
synthesized using the selenative demetalation reaction under
the conditions previously described (Table 2, entry 7).
The results of cytotoxic screening of compound 13 (Figure

4) compared with the selenoamide 7 reveal that the hydroxyl

Figure 2. ORTEP representation of ferrocenyl selenoamide 7. Ellipsoids are shown at 30% probability level. Selected bond lengths [Å] and angles
[deg]: Se(1)−C(11) 1.838 (2), N(1)−C(11) 1.318 (3), C(1)−C(11) 1.463 (3); N(1)−C(11)−Se(1) 122.38(17), C(1)−C(11)−Se(1)
120.66(16), N(1)−C(12)−C(13) 111.23(19).

Table 3. Inhibition of the Growth (%) of Human Tumor Cell Lines for 7−11, 7S, and 13 at 50 μM in EtOH

cell lines

entry compd U251 PC-3 K562 HCT-15 MCF-7 SKLU-1

1 7 98.27 88.64 62.68 98.51 >100 95.7
2 8 >100 88.51 21.80 98.01 >100 98.04
3 9 92.46 75.47 41.01 96.19 >100 95.37
4 10 88.85 76.24 33.22 97.28 >100 95.38
5 11 68.76 51.46 12.4 47.72 67.75 48.17
6 7S <0 <0 <0 <0 41.32 <0
7 13 <0 40.85 63.17 <0 81.96 84.49

Figure 3. Influence of chalcogen moiety.
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group is very important in the cytotoxic activity, so if this group
is not included a significant loss of the cytotoxic activity is
observed, which means that the hydroxyl group could
participate by allowing a specific interaction with its probable
biomolecular target.
With the aim of effectively rationalizing the influence of the

length of the side chain and the possible steric hindrance
produced by an alkyl or aryl group over the side chain, we have
included the compounds 8, 9, 10, and 11 (Figure 5). We
determined the IC50 over MCF-7, U251, and HCT-15 cancer
cell lines, where the compounds 7−11 were more active (Table
4). Analyzing these results, we observe that the most active
compound is 7, with IC50 values around 4.5 μM toward MCF-7
and HCT-15 cancer cell lines. A comparison between the
compounds 7, 8, and 9, including different lengths in the alkyl
side chain, indicates that if the chain length increases, biological
activity decreases (Figure 6). On the other hand, the bulky
groups on the alkyl chain dramatically decrease the cytotoxic
activity (Compounds 10 and 11, Table 4, entry 4 and 5). These
results imply that the selenoamide 7 could be considered as the
leader compound in this study.
As we suggested above, the molecular design of these

bioactive compounds was envisioned, considering that these
systems could form a weak hydrogen bond interaction,27

because this interaction could provide an equilibrium between a
closed conformation, enhancing their lipophilic properties, and
increasing their permeability through the membrane, and an
open conformation, where the polar groups could be solvated,
and therefore be more water-soluble (Scheme 5).28 Never-
theless, as was described in the X-ray structure analysis of lead
7, the hydrogen bond in solid state is intermolecular rather than
intramolecular; however, the cytotoxic screenings and IC50
determinations were obtained in solution.

Figure 4. Effect of chalcogen atom and acceptor group on the
bioactivity.

Scheme 4. Synthesis of Ferrocenyl Selenoamide 13

Figure 5. Variations in the structure of ferrocenylselenoamides.

Table 4. IC50 (μM) of Human Tumor Cell Lines for 7−11,
16, 17, 19, Tamoxifen, and Cisplatin at 48 h in EtOH

entry compd U251 HCT-15 MCF-7

1 7 7.24 ± 0.5 4.48 ± 0.09 4.58 ± 0.4
2 8 7.78 ± 0.4 11.65 ± 1.0 13.62 ± 1.2
3 9 7.52 ± 0.3 10.99 ± 1.0 12.69 ± 0.9
4 10 7.15 ± 0.5 11.26 ± 1.1 9.87 ± 0.6
5 11 38.47 ± 1.6 32.58 ± 3.0 37.28 ± 2.8
6 16 6.80 ± 0.2 9.14 ± 0.44 9.44 ± 0.29
7 17 25.17 ± 0.88 35.62 ± 1.5 40.64 ± 3.5
8 19 15 ± 0.5 16.6 ± 1.4 17.01 ± 0.9
9 tamoxifen 13.63 ± 1.3 13.3 ± 1.1 12.78 ± 1.1
10 cisplatin 9.5 ± 0.7 13.5 ± 0.7 25.8 ± 2.3

Figure 6. IC50 (μM) of compounds 7−9 in selected cancer cell lines.
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Nevertheless, the leader compound (7) contains two
different groups (NH and OH) that could participate in a
hydrogen bond interaction. Taking into account this possibility,
we decided to synthesize separately the corresponding
methylated derivatives of each functional group (16 and 17)
(Scheme 6).

The selenoamides 16 and 17 (Table 2, entries 7 and 8) were
prepared by a selenative demetalation of the corresponding
aminocarbene complexes 14 and 15, respectively (Table 1,
entries 7 and 8) (Scheme 6). The synthesis of complex 14
occurs without complication, obtaining the expected product as
a red solid in almost quantitative yield (99%). Common
spectroscopic characterization denotes signals according to
those observed for all previously described aminocarbenes.
Compound 16 was obtained from 14 after a subsequent
selenative demetalation as a red solid in 97% yield. Character-
ization of 16 shows spectroscopic data similar to those
observed in selenoamides described here.

The synthesis of complex 15 was a little tricky due to the
nature of the amine used in the aminolysis reaction. The use of
secondary amines in this kind of reaction often involves longer
reaction times, which causes decomposition of the starting
carbene, side-products, or in fact does not even carry on. To
favor this transformation, NaH was added to the reaction
mixture to afford the complex 15 after 48 h of reaction in 37%
yield. Ferrocenyl selenoamide 17 was obtained using the
selenative demetalation protocol previously described from 17
in moderate yields (46%) and a short period time of reaction
(30 min). Common spectroscopic characterization techniques
allowed the structural determination of both compounds 15
and 17, respectively.
To establish the importance of the hydrogen atom on

cytotoxic activity, that either belong to hydroxyl group or the
selenoamide moiety, the compounds 16 and 17 were the
subject of IC50 determination against MCF-7, HCT-15, and
U251 cancer cell lines and their values were compared with
those obtained for lead compound 7 (Table 4, entries 6 and 7).
The IC50 values obtained for selenoamide 16 are close to those
observed in the selenoamide 7 for U251 cancer cell line,
whereas the cytotoxic activity of 16 is lower than 7 toward
MCF-7 and HCT-15 cancer cell lines. However, the IC50 values
shown by selenoamide 17 are lower than those of 7 and 16 in
every cancer cell line (Figure 7). From these data, we could say

that the presence of the hydrogen atom bonded to selenoamide
function is an important structural requirement for achieving a
good cytotoxic activity; moreover, modifications over the
possible donor H-group could change the biological response
of these compounds.
Finally, with the aim of understanding the role of ferrocene

moiety in cytotoxicity, we carried out the synthesis of benzene
analogue (19) of lead compound (7), using the methodology
already described (Scheme 7). The Fischer aminocarbene 18
was prepared using the method reported by Wulf.29 A

Scheme 5. Ferrocenyl Selenoamides with Hydrogen Bond
Donor (D−H) and Acceptor (A) Functionalities in
Proximity Often Occur in a Thermodynamic Equilibrium
between Closed (left) and Open (right) Conformations

Scheme 6. Synthetic Route for the Synthesis of Ferrocenyl
Selenoamides 16 and 17

Figure 7. Comparison of the IC50 values (μM) of compounds 7, 16,
17, and 19.

Scheme 7. Proposed Synthesis for Obtaining 19
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selenative demetalation of 18 gives the corresponding
selenoamide 19 as a bright-yellow solid in excellent yield
(94%). Spectroscopic characterization of compound 19 reveals
the characteristic signal pattern already expected.
Additionally, the structural arrangement for 19 was fully

established by a single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis (Figure
8). Similar to the structure of selenoamide 7, compound 19

shows the selenocarbonyl moiety directly bonded to benzene
ring; the sum of bond angles around C3 (∑ = 360.05°)
indicates that this group has a trigonal geometry. As in structure
7, the double bond length CSe [Se(1)−C(3) 1.830(2)] is
quite similar to that of other aryl selenoamides This compound
also shows intermolecular hydrogen bonds forming dimers
through the N−H...O interaction, with a N−H bond distance
slightly longer than 7 (7, N−H 0.76(2); 19, N−H 0.87(2)).25

The structural features related to solid packing of 7 and 19
are quite similar, showing small differences related to the
coplanarity of the selenoamide group in both compounds.
Bearing this in mind and in order to compare the effect of aryl
group bonded to selenoamide functionality, we proceeded to
determine the IC50 values of 19 against the family of cancer cell
lines. The results obtained were compared to those obtained for
7 and are shown in Figure 7. In general, the results indicate that
7 is more active than 19, indicating that the ferrocenyl group
increases the cytotoxic activity, being even more active than the
reference drugs (tamoxifen and cisplatin). Importantly, the
most relevant results were obtained against HCT-15 and MCF-
7.
All the data collected during the course of this study allowed

us to establish the mean structure requirements for
selenoamide compounds to exert quite cytotoxic activity
toward different cancer cell lines (Figure 9). These require-
ments include the selenoamide function as mean feature, a
ferrocenyl moiety, and two methylene groups in the alkyl chain,
no bulky substituent along this chain, and one functional group
capable of interacting through a hydrogen bond.

■ CONCLUSION
A new route to easily access a diversity of new cytotoxic
potential ferrocenyl selenoamides in good yields, using Fischer
amino ferrocenyl carbene complexes as key substrates has been
developed.
The cytotoxic properties toward different cancer cell lines of

interest were evidenced by cytotoxic screenings and the
determination of IC50 values. The results show that
selenoamide 7 is the most active compound in the series (4.5
μM), including tamoxifen and cisplatin as reference drugs. The
cytotoxic activities obtained and in particular those related to
the breast cancer cell line (4.5−13.32 μM) indicate that these
compounds are good prospects for further studies related to the
mechanisms of action. The recognition of primary structural
aspects related to the biological response led us to propose a
model for the explanation of these results.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Materials and Instruments. THF and diethyl ether were distilled

from sodium/benzophenone under a nitrogen atmosphere. All
reagents and solvents were obtained from commercial suppliers and
used without further purification. All compounds were characterized
by IR spectra, recorded on a Bruker Tensor 27 spectrophotometer, by
KBr or film techniques, and all data are expressed in wave numbers
(cm−1). Melting points were obtained on a Melt-Temp II apparatus
and are uncorrected. NMR spectra were measured with a JEOL Eclipse
+300, using CDCl3 and CD3CN as solvents. Chemical shifts are in
ppm (δ), relative to TMS. The MS-EI were obtained JEOL JMS-
AX505 HA using 70 eV as ionization energy and for MS-FAB a JEOL
JMS-SX102A using nitrobenzyl alcohol and polyethyleneglycol as
matrix. All tested compounds synthesized are more than 95% pure,
analyzed using HPLC HP 1100 with diode array detector.

Synthesis of Fischer Ethoxyferrocenylcarbene Chromium 0 (1).
The preparation of this Fischer-type carbene complex was carried out
using the methodology previously described elsewhere.24

Synthesis of Fischer Hydroxyl Alkylamino Ferrocenyl Carbene
Complexes (2−6), 12, 14, and 15. To a solution of 1 (23 mmol, 1 g)
in 20 mL of anhydrous diethyl ether under nitrogen atmosphere was
added the corresponding hydroxyl alkylamine (49 mmol). The
reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 20−60 min
and then diluted with 20 mL of water. The organic phase was
separated and dried with anhydrous Na2SO4, and the solvent was
evaporated in vacuum. The crude product was purified by flash column
chromatography using alumina and hexane−CH2Cl2 mixture as eluent.

[ (Ferrocenyl)(4-hydroxybutylamino)methylidene]-
pentacarbonyl Chromium (0) (4). Yield 97%. 1H NMR (300 MHz,

Figure 8. ORTEP representation of ferrocenylselenoamide 19.
Ellipsoids are shown at 30% probability level. Selected bond lengths
[Å] and angles [deg]: Se(1)−C(3) 1.830 (2), N(1)−C(3) 1.305 (3),
C(3)−C(4) 1.490 (3); N(1)−C(3)−Se(1) 122.77(18), C(4)−C(3)−
Se(1) 121.46(17), N(1)−C(3)−C(4) 115.82(19).

Figure 9. Principal structural features for explaining the cytotoxic
activity.
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CDCl3, TMS): δ = 9.55 (s, 1 H, NH), 4.49 (d, 4 H, C5H4), 4.18 (s, 5
H, Cp), 4.07 (s, 2 H, OCH2), 3.79 (s, 2 H, NCH2), 2.20 (s, 1 H, OH),
1.87 ppm (m, 4H, 2 CH2).

13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ =
267.0 (CCr), 224.0 (CrCOax), 218.3 (CrCOeq), 91.0 (C, C5H4), 70.6,
68.9 (4 CH, C5H4), 69.3 (5 CH, Cp), 62.2 (OCH2), 52.8 (NCH2),
29.6, 26.8 ppm (2 CH2). IR (film): ν = 3318 (NH), 2050, 1908 cm−1

(CO). MS (FAB+) m/z (%): 477 (5) [M+], 449 (2.5) [M+-CO], 421
(16) [M+-2CO], 393 (5) [M+-3CO], 365 (32.5) [M+-4CO], 337
(100) [M+-5CO]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C20H19CrFeNO6,
476.9967 [M+]; found, 476.9958.
[(Ferrocenyl)(2-hydroxypropylamino)methylidene]-

pentacarbonyl Chromium (0) (5). Yield 97%; mp 84−86 °C. 1H
NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 9.99 (s, 1 H, NH), 4.47 (d, 5 H,
C5H4 + OCH), 4.24 (s, 7 H, Cp + NCH2), 3.81 (s, 1 H, OH), 1.43
ppm (d, 3 H, CH3).

13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 271.0
(CCr), 223.7 (CrCOax), 218.0 (CrCOeq), 99.1 (C, C5H4), 70.1, 68.6
(4 CH, C5H4), 69.6 (5 CH, Cp), 67.1 (OCH), 58.9 (NCH2), 21.5
ppm (CH3). IR (KBr): ν = 3264 (NH), 2051, 1982, 1883 cm−1 (CO).
MS (FAB+) m/z (%): 463 (23) [M+], 435 (19) [M+-CO], 407 (30)
[M+-2CO], 379 (36) [M+-3CO], 351 (79) [M+-4CO], 323 (100)
[M+-5CO]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C19H17CrFeNO6, 462.9810
[M+]; found, 462.9810.
[(Ferrocenyl)(2-hydroxy-2-phenylethylamino)methylidene]-

pentacarbonyl Chromium (0) (6). In the case of this complex, was
necessary the use of NaH (9.2 mmol) to complete the reaction. Yield
99%; mp 105−108 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 9.96
(s, 1 H, NH), 7.49 (s, 5 H, CHArom), 5.15 (s, 1 H, OCH), 4.44 (s, 4 H,
C5H4), 4.21 (s, 7 H, Cp + NCH2), 2.43 ppm (s, 1 H, OH). 13C NMR
(75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 271.9 (CCr), 223.5 (CrCOax), 217.9
(CrCOeq), 140.2 (CArom), 129.2, 125.9 (CH, C5H4), 98.8 (C, C5H4),
73.2 (OCH), 71.8, 68.6 (4 CH, C5H4), 70.0 (5CH, Cp), 58.9 ppm
(NCH2). IR (KBr): ν = 3247 (NH), 2049, 1972, 1893 cm−1 (CO).
MS (FAB+) m/z (%): 525 (4) [M+], 497 (4) [M+-CO], 469 (4) [M+-
2CO], 441 (13) [M+-3CO], 413 (39) [M+-4CO], 385 (100) [M+-
5CO]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C24H19CrFeNO6, 524.9967
[M+]; found, 524.9661.
[ (Ferrocenyl)(2-methoxyethylamino)methylidene]-

pentacarbonyl Chromium (0) (14). Yield 99%; mp 80−84 °C. 1H
NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 9.96 (s, 1 H, NH), 4.43 (s, 4 H,
C5H4), 4.21 (s, 7 H, Cp + OCH2), 3.81 (s, 2 H, NCH2), 3.53 ppm (s,
3 H, OCH3).

13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 271.8 (CCr),
223.5 (CrCOax), 217.9 (CrCOeq), 99.9 (C, C5H4), 70.8, 68.5 (4 CH,
C5H4), 70.0 (OCH2), 69.5 (5CH, Cp), 59.3 (OCH3), 52.1 ppm
(NCH2). IR (KBr): ν = 3292 (NH), 2051, 1982, 1894 cm−1 (CO).
MS (FAB+) m/z (%): 463 (4) [M+], 435 (5) [M+-CO], 407 (9) [M+-
2CO], 379 (13) [M+-3CO], 351 (48) [M+-4CO], 323 (100) [M+-
5CO]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C19H17CrFeNO6, 462.9810
[M+]; found, 462.9815.
{(Ferrocenyl)[(N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-N-methyl)amino]-

methylidene}pentacarbonyl Chromium (0) (15). Yield 37%; mp
76−74 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 4.53 (s, 4 H,
C5H4), 4.25 (s, 7 H, Cp + OCH2), 3.73 (s, 2 H, NCH2), 3.34 (s, 3 H,
NCH3), 2.01 ppm (s, 1 H, OH). 13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS):
δ = 268.7 (CCr), 221.5 (CrCOax), 216.9 (CrCOeq), 97.7 (C, C5H4),
70.5, 67.8 (4 CH, C5H4), 69.9 (OCH2), 69.5 (5CH, Cp), 55.3
(NCH3), 52.1 ppm (NCH2). IR (KBr): ν = 2055, 1991, 1905 cm−1

(CO). MS (FAB+) m/z (%): 463 (3) [M+], 435 (6) [M+-CO], 407 (7)
[M+-2CO], 379 (16) [M+-3CO], 351 (52) [M+-4CO], 323 (100)
[M+-5CO]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C19H17CrFeNO6, 462.9810
[M+]; found, 462.9815.
Synthesis of Selenoamides (7−11), 13, 16, 17, and 19.

Preparation of Selenating Agent. To a solution of 0.01 mol of
NaBH4 in 10 mL of ethanol was added 0.01 mol of powdered
selenium, and the mixture was vigorously stirred at room temperature
for 30 min under nitrogen atmosphere.
The selenating agent was then added to a solution of 1 (0.001 mol)

in 5 mL of ethanol under nitrogen atmosphere; the reaction was
monitored by TLC on silica gel. After the reaction was completed, the
solvent was evaporated under vacuum, the residual mixture was
dissolved in distilled water, and the product was extracted with CH2Cl2

and then dried with anhydrous Na2SO4. After the evaporation of the
solvent, the resultant mixture was purified by silica gel column using
hexane as eluent.

N-(2-Hydroxyethyl)ferroceneselenoamide (7). Yield 98%; mp
140−143 °C (d). 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 8.24 (s,
1 H, NH), 4.91 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.50 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.21 (s, 5 H, Cp),
4.00 (m, 4 H, 2 CH2), 2.04 ppm (s, 1 H, OH). 13C NMR (75 MHz,
CDCl3, TMS): δ = 203.0 (CSe), 86.8 (C, C5H4), 71.7, 69.6 (4 CH,
C5H4), 71.2 (5 CH, Cp), 60.7 (OCH2), 50.7 ppm (NCH2). IR (KBr):
ν = 3282 (NH), 1540 cm−1 (CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%): 337
(100) [M+], 319 (7) [M+-H2O], 256 (49) [M+-H2Se], 212 (66)
[FcCNH+], 121 (34) [CpFe+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for
C13H15FeNOSe, 336.9668 [M+]; found, 336.9665. Elemental Analysis
Calcd (%) for C13H15FeNOSe: C 46.46, H 4.50, N 4.17. Found: C
45.89, H 4.51, N 4.16.

N-(3-Hydroxypropyl)ferroceneselenoamide (8). Yield 81%; mp
104−106 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 8.85 (s, 1 H,
NH), 4.90 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.48 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.20 (s, 5 H, Cp), 3.99
(q, 2 H, OCH2), 3.88 (t, 2 H, NCH2), 2.80 (s, 1 H, OH), 1.97 ppm (q,
2 H, CH2).

13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 203.0 (CSe), 86.8
(C, C5H4), 71.6, 69.5 (4 CH, C5H4), 71.1 (5 CH, Cp), 61.6 (OCH2),
48.1 (NCH2), 30.4 ppm (CH2). IR (KBr): ν = 3227 (NH), 1541 cm−1

(CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%): 351 (100) [M+], 333 (3) [M+-
H2O], 270 (45) [M+-H2Se], 212 (73) [FcCNH+], 121 (23) [CpFe+].
HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C14H17FeNOSe, 350.9825 [M

+]; found,
350.9825.

N-(4-Hydroxybutyl)ferroceneselenoamide (9). Yield 88%; mp 80−
82 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 8.97 (s, 1 H, NH),
4.98 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.46 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.19 (s, 5 H, Cp), 3.79 (m, 4
H, 2 CH2), 3.09 (s, 1 H, OH), 1.90 (q, 2 H, CH2), 1.72 ppm (q, 2 H,
CH2).

13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 202.0 (CSe), 86.0 (C,
C5H4), 71.6, 69.7 (4 CH, C5H4), 71.1 (5 CH, Cp), 62.0 (OCH2), 49.2
(NCH2), 29.7, 24.8 ppm (2 CH2). IR (KBr): ν = 3239 (NH), 1534
cm−1 (CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%): 365 (63) [M+], 347 (1)
[M+-H2O], 283 (5) [M+-H2Se], 212 (100) [FcCNH+], 121 (17)
[CpFe+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C15H19FeNOSe, 364.9981
[M+]; found, 364.9977.

N-(2-Hydroxypropyl)ferroceneselenoamide (10). Yield 92%; mp
151−152 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 8.26 (s, 1 H,
NH), 4.91 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.50 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.21 (s, 7 H, Cp +
NCH2), 3.58 (m, 1 H, OCH), 2.07 (s, 1 H, OH), 1.34 ppm (d, 3 H,
CH3).

13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 203.9 (CSe), 86.3 (C,
C5H4), 71.7, 69.5 (4 CH, C5H4), 71.1 (5 CH, Cp), 66.5 (OCH), 55.3
(NCH2), 21.7 ppm (CH3). IR (KBr): ν = 3296 (NH), 1445 cm−1

(CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%): 351 (95) [M+], 333 (4) [M+-
H2O], 269 (48) [M

+-H2Se], 212 (100) [FcCNH
+], 121 (55) [CpFe+].

HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C14H17FeNOSe, 350.9825 [M
+]; found,

350.9830.
N-(2-Phenyl-2-hydroxyethyl)ferroceneselenoamide (11). Yield

91%; mp 143−144 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ =
8.21 (s, 1 H, NH), 7.42 (m, 5 H, CHArom), 5.19 (m, 1 H, CH), 4.87 (t,
2 H, C5H4), 4.48 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.17 (s, 5 H, Cp), 3.80 (m, 2 H,
NCH2), 2.81 ppm (s, 1 H, OH). 13C NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS):
δ = 203.9 (CSe), 141.2 (CArom), 128.9, 128.4, 125.8, (5 CHArom), 86.2
(C, C5H4), 72.3 (OCH), 71.8, 69.5 (4 CH, C5H4), 71.2 (5 CH, Cp),
55.3 ppm (NCH2). IR (KBr): ν = 3285 (NH), 1400 cm−1 (CSe).
MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%): 413 (43) [M+], 396 (3) [M+-H2O], 331
(53) [M+-H2Se], 212 (100) [FcCNH+], 121 (34) [CpFe+], 103 (34)
[PhCHCH+], 77 (74) [Ph+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for
C19H19FeNOSe, 412.9981 [M+]; found, 412.9981.

N-Propylferroceneselenoamide (13). Yield 80%; mp 68−70 °C. 1H
NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 7.82 (s, 1 H, NH), 4.90 (s, 2 H,
C5H4), 4.48 (s, 2 H, C5H4), 4.19 (s, 5 H, Cp), 3.80 (q, 2 H, NCH2),
1.81 (dt, 2 H, CH2), 1.06 ppm (t, 3 H; CH3).

13C NMR (75 MHz,
CDCl3, TMS): δ = 203.0 (CSe), 86.1 (C, C5H4), 71.6, 69.3 (4 CH,
C5H4), 71.1 (5 CH, Cp), 50.7 (NCH2), 21.7 (CH2), 11.6 ppm (CH3).
IR (KBr): ν = 3204 (NH), 1438 cm−1 (CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z
(%): 335 (64) [M+], 254 (17) [M+-H2Se], 211 (100) [FcCN+], 121
(32) [CpFe+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C14H17FeNSe, 334.9876
[M+]; found, 334.9875.
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N-(2-Methoxyethyl)ferrocenoselenoamide (16). Yield 97%; mp
100−101 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 8.18 (s, 1 H,
NH), 4.90 (s, 2 H, C5H4), 4.48 (s, 2 H, C5H4), 4.15 (s, 5 H, Cp), 4.05
(q, 2 H, OCH2), 3.70 (t, 2 H, NCH2), 3.44 ppm (s, 3 H, OCH3).

13C
NMR (75 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 203.2 (CSe), 86.3 (C, C5H4),
71.6, 69.5 (4 CH, C5H4), 71.1 (5 CH, Cp), 69.9 (OCH2), 59.1
(OCH3), 48.2 ppm (NCH2). IR (KBr): ν = 3293 (NH), 1533 cm−1

(CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z (%): 351 (98) [M+], 270 (27) [M+-
H2Se], 212 (68) [FcCNH+], 121 (24) [CpFe+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z:
calcd for C14H17FeNOSe, 350.9825 [M+]; found, 350.9830. Elemental
Analysis Calcd (%) for C14H17FeNOSe: C 48.03, H 4.89, N 4.00.
Found: C 48.02, H 4.90, N 4.92.
N-(2-Hydroxyethyl)-N-methylferroceneselenoamide (17). Yield

46%; mp 80 °C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 4.95 (t, 2
H, C5H4), 4.46 (t, 2 H, C5H4), 4.19 (s, 5 H, Cp), 3.79 (m, 4 H, 2
CH2), 3.65 (m, 3 H, NCH3), 3.09 ppm (s, 1 H, OH). 13C NMR (75
MHz, CDCl3, TMS): δ = 202.0 (CSe), 86.0 (C, C5H4), 71.6, 69.7 (4
CH, C5H4), 71.3 (5 CH, Cp), 67.0 (OCH2), 56.7 (NCH3), 49.2 ppm
(NCH2). IR (KBr): ν = 1534 cm−1 (CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z
(%): 351 (43) [M+], 333 (3) [M+-H2O], 270 (12) [M+-H2Se], 212
(100) [FcCNH+], 121 (14) [CpFe+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for
C14H17FeNOSe, 350.9825 [M+]; found, 350.9821. Elemental Analysis
Calcd (%) for C14H17FeNOSe: C 48.03, H 4.89, N 4.00. Found: C
48.13, H 4.92, N 4.27.
N-(2-Hydroxyethyl)benzoselenoamide (19). Yield 94%; mp 78−81

°C. 1H NMR (300 MHz, CD3CN, TMS): δ = 9.27 (s, 1 H, NH), 4.98
(t, 2 H, C5H4), 7.73 (m, 2 H, C6H5), 7.41 (m, 1 H, C6H5), 7.38 (m, 2
H, C6H5), 3.88 (m, 4 H, OCH2, NCH2), 3.13 ppm (m, 1 H, OH). 13C
NMR (75 MHz, CD3CN, TMS): δ = 204.6 (CSe), 144.5 (C, C6H5),
131.4, 128.8, 127.6 (5 CH, C6H5), 59.3 (OCH2), 53.0 ppm (NCH2).
IR (KBr): ν = 3173 (NH), 1550 cm−1 (CSe). MS (EI, 70 eV) m/z
(%): 229 (63) [M+], 211 (7.03) [M+-H2O], 147 (60) [M

+-H2Se], 104
(100) [FcCNH+]. HRMS (FAB+) m/z: calcd for C9H12NOSe,
229.0084 [M+]; found, 229.0083.
Determination of Purity. The purity of the final products

(≥95%) were determined using 60:40 and 40:60 (hexane:ammonium
acetate) as the mobile phase with a flow rate of 0.2 mL/min on a
Zorbax Bonus RP column (3.5 μm, 2.1 mm × 100 mm, Agilent).
X-ray Crystallography. Suitable X-ray quality crystal s of 7 and 19

were grown by slow evaporation of n-hexane/benzene mixture at −5
°C and chloroform at room temperature, respectively. The crystals of
each compound were mounted on a glass fiber at room temperature
and then placed on a Bruker Smart Apex CCD diffractometer,
equipped with Mo KR radiation; decay was negligible in both cases.
Details of crystallographic data collected on compounds 7 and 19 are
provided in Table 5. Systematic absences and intensity statistics were
used in space group determination. The structure was solved using
direct methods.30 Anisotropic structure refinements were achieved
using full matrix, least-squares technique on all non-hydrogen atoms.
All hydrogen atoms were placed in idealized positions, based on
hybridization, with isotropic thermal parameters fixed at 1.2 times the
value of the attached atom. Structure solutions and refinements were
performed using SHELXTL V6.10.31 CCDC-8494413 (7) and
CCDC-8494414 (19) contain the supplementary crystallographic
data for this paper. These data can be obtained free of charge from
The Cambridge Crystallographic Data Centre via www.ccdc.ac.uk/
data_request/cif.
Cytotoxicity Assay. The compounds were screened in vitro

against three human cancer cell lines: U251 (human glioblastoma),
HCT-15 (human colorectal adenocarcinoma), and SKLU-1 (human
lung adenocarcinoma) cell lines were supplied by National Cancer
Insitute (USA). The human tumor cytotoxicity was determined using
the protein-binding dye sulforhodamine B (SRB) in microculture assay
to measure cell growth, as described in the protocols established by the
NCI. The cell lines were cultured in RPMI-1640 medium
supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum, 2 mM L-glutamine,
10000 units/mL penicillin G sodium, 10000 μg/mL streptomycin
sulfate, and 25 μg/mL amphotericin B (Gibco) and 1% nonessential
aminoacids (Gibco). They were maintained at 37° in humidified

atmosphere with 5% CO2. The viability of the cells used in the
experiments exceeds 95% as determined with trypan blue.

The cells were removed from the tissue culture flask and diluted
with fresh media. Of this cell suspension, 100 μL containing 5000 or
10000 cells per well, were pipetted into 96-well microtiter plates
(Costar) and the material was incubated at 37 °C for 24 h in a 5%
CO2 atmosphere. Subsequently, 100 μL of a solution of the test
compounds obtained by diluting the stocks were added to each well.
The cultures were exposed for 48 h to the drug at concentrations
ranging from 1.0 to 50 μM.

After the incubation period, cells were fixed to the plastic
substratum by the addition of 50 μL of cold 50% aqueous
trichloroacetic acid. The plates were incubated at 4 °C for 1 h.
Washed with tap H2O, and air-dried. The trichloroacetic-acid-fixed
cells were stained by the addition of 0.4% SRB. Free SRB solution was
removed by washing with 1% aqueous acetic acid. The plates were air-
dried, and the bound dye was solubilized by the addition of 10 mM
unbuffered tris based (100 μL). The plates were placed on a shacked
for 5 min, and the absorption was determinate at 515 nM using an
ELISA plates reader (Bio-Tex Instruments).
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Table 5. Crystal Data and Structure Refinement for 7 and 19

7 19

empirical formula C13H15FeNOSe C9H11NOSe
formula wt (g mol−1) 336.07 228.15
crystal size (mm3) 0.28 × 0.18 × 0.09 0.46 × 0.31 × 0.10
color red orange
crystal system monoclinic monoclinic
space group C2/c P21/n
a (Å) 17.983(2) 9.598(3)
b (Å) 7.410(2) 8.166(2)
c (Å) 19.235(2) 12.750(4)
α (deg) 90 90
β (deg) 93.649(2) 103.190(4)
γ (deg) 90 90
V (Å3) 2558.0(5) 973.1(5)
Z 8 4
Dcalc (g cm3) 1.745 1.557
no. of collected reflections 10155 5126
no. of independent
reflections (Rint)

2337, Rint= 0.0268 1775, Rint= 0.0236

absorption correction
method

semiempirical from
equivalents

semiempirical from
equivalents

maximum and minimum
transmission

0.7048 and 0.4250 0.6888 and 0.2190

data/parameters 2337/206 1775/115
final R indices [l > 2σ(l)] R = 0.0254, wR2 =

0.0603
R = 0.0283, wR2 =
0.0696

R indices (all data) R = 0.0315, wR2 =
0.0629

R = 0.0367, wR2 =
0.0736

goodness-of-fit on F2 1.059 1.036
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